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MINUTES OF THE INISHOWEN MUNICIPAL DISTRICT ‘CISCO WEBEX MEETING’ HELD ON TUESDAY 8th 

June 2021 at 1.00pm 

 

Councillors Present: 

Cllrs Paul Canning, Nicholas Crossan, Terry Crossan, Albert Doherty, Rena Donaghey, Martin Farren, 
Martin Mc Dermott, Bernard Mc Guinness and Jack Murray.  
 

Officials Present:  

John McLaughlin, Chief Executive Officer, Aideen Doherty, Area Manager, Housing & Corporate, Una 

Cresswell, A/Senior Staff Officer, Housing & Corporate Services, Seamus Hopkins, Area Manager, Roads 

and Transportation, Killian Smith , Executive Planner, Mathew Byrne, Waste Regulation Officer, Daragh 

McDonough , Information Systems Project Leader, Fiona Doherty, Development Officer, Community 

Development and Leona Finley, Assistant Planner. 

 

21.50 Adjournment of Meeting  

Cllr Albert Doherty opened the meeting. On the proposal of Cllr Rena Donaghey and seconded by Cllr 

Nicholas Crossan, it was agreed to adjourn the meeting until 1.30pm so that matters could be discussed 

in committee. 

 

21.51 Protocol for Remote Meetings 

The Cathaoirleach, Cllr Albert Doherty reconvened the meeting and reminded the attendees of the 

meeting of the protocol for remote participation as  previously advised in the amendment to standing 

orders. 

 

21.52 Consideration of the minutes of the Inishowen Municipal District cisco web meeting” held on 

11th May 2021 

On the proposal of Cllr Rena Donaghey and seconded by Cllr Nicholas  Crossan, the minutes of the 

Inishowen Municipal District Meeting held 11th May 2021 were agreed. 

 
21.53 PLANNING  

Cllr Albert Doherty welcomed Killian Smith, Executive Planner to the meeting. The Planning Report was 

taken as read.  

 

21.53.01 Buncrana Local Area Plan 

Killian Smith reiterated that as advised at the previous Inishowen Municpal District meeting, the 

Buncrana Local Area plan will be reviewed after the Letterkenny Local Plan and that this would likely be 

after the summer.  He added that it can not be completed in tandem with the Letterkenny plan as was 

suggested.  Cllr Jack Murray asked if it is intended to review areas around Buncrana in the meantime 

such as Porthall and Black Farm areas where it was very difficult for locals to obtain planning permission. 

 

Killian advised the members that the potential rezoning of these lands could not take place at this time 

as there were currently insufficient resources to dedicate to this task. 
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21.53.02 Trans Boundary Consultation  

Killian Smith advised that, as far as he was aware, to date no submissions had been received regarding 

the Trans Boundary Environmental Public Consultation with Belgium concerning the life time extension 

of the Doel 1 & 2 Nuclear Power Plants, Antwerp, Belgium( as detailed on the council’s Planning web 

site) It was noted that the closing date was Wednesday 23rd June 2021. 

 

21.53.03 Waste Water Code of Practice 

Cllr Paul Canning requested that planning agents be made aware of the 2021 Code of Practice for 

Domestic Waste Water Treatment Systems.  Killian Smith advised that he will speak with Eunan Quinn, 

Senior Executive planner regarding the necessary updated templates in this regard. 

 

21.53 .04 Planning Issues  

Cllr Terry Crossan sought clarification on the level of inspections carried out at quarries in Inishowen. 

He added that there were concerns about environmental issues such as residue leaking into surrounding 

areas. Killian Smith advised that the Council were aware of issues and these issues were being 

addressed. 

 

21.53.05 Planning Clinics 

Cllr Bernard McGuinness sought clarification on whether planning clinics were still being held over the 

phone or was it likely that face to face clinics would soon recommence. Killian Smith advised the 

members of the forthcoming clinic dates and added that there was an additional date in July. He said he 

will enquire as to when the clinics will reconvene on a face to face basis. Cllr Paul Canning stated that he 

believed remote meetings were working well and saving time. 

 

 

21.54 ENVIRONMENT 

Mathew Byrne, Waste Regulation Officer presented the Environment report to the members. 

 

21.54.01 Burnfoot Flood Relief Scheme 

Mathew Byrne referred to the progress report on the Burnfoot Flood Relief Scheme as distributed to the 

members. 

 

21.54.02Recycling 

Mathew Byrne advised the members that in association with Bryson Recycling there will be a half price 

Bulky Goods Two Week Promotion from the 21st June –3rd July in Carndonagh where items such as 

mattresses, sofas, three piece suites, carpets etc can be recycled at half price  
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21.54.03 Blue Flag Beaches Award 

Mathew Byrne advised as highlighted in the Environment Report, that at a Virtual Blue Flag and Green 

Coast Award ceremony on May 25, 2021, Donegal County Council learned that it had retained its 

impressive 14 Blue Flag Awards, the joint highest in the country. This news was welcomed by all the 

members. Cllr McGuinness expressed his gratitude for the efforts of the staff in making the blue flag 

status possible. He added that his firm belief was that Kinnego Bay should be a blue flag beach but 

recognised there were obstacles in place when trying to achieve this status. 

 

21.54.04 Beach Life Guards  

It was confirmed by Mathew Byrne that beach lifeguard services are fully in place for the summer 

season. This was welcomed by the members. Cllr Nicholas Crossan reiterated a request from a previous 

meeting that the life guard that was previously available for Lisfannon Beach be relocated to Ludden. 

 

21.54.05 Clonmany National; Water Protection Measures. 

Mathew Byrne advised that Donegal County Council’s Water and Environment Directorate are 

supporting Inishowen Rivers Trust in the delivery of a pilot scheme for natural water retention 

measures, on the Ballyhallan watercourse upstream of Clonmany through match funding and ad hoc 

input from the FRS Unit. Cllr Albert Doherty welcomed the flood mitigation measures and stated that 

this serves well for the future in light of flooding in the past.. He said that he would welcome a monthly 

report on this matter. The input of Shane McMonagle, Senior Executive Engineer with Donegal County 

Council was acknowledged in this pilot scheme. 

 

21.54.06 Decarbonization Zones  

The members were updated on Decarbonisation Zones Initiative. Mathew Byrne advised that fourteen 

submissions were received Cllr Bernard McGuinness questioned the implications regarding turf cutting 

for the future and made comparisons to other activities that cause harm to the environment and create 

pollution. He added that current turf cutting rights remain. 

 

Mathew Byrne advised that there is no legislative footing for these zones and there is not a blanket 

zone. 

 

21.54.07 Disposal of Concrete Blocks and Building Waste  

Cllr Martin McDermott said that a clear message had to be relayed on how concrete blocks and other 

building waste from both council stock and privately owned houses should be deposed off. This was 

particularly apparent now that houses were being demolished because of defective concrete blocks in 

Inishowen. He queried how the material could be used and costs alleviated for those affected who are 

already facing high costs.   Cllr Martin Farren said that he agreed with Cllr Mc Dermott and guidelines on 

this matter were required. Cllr McGuinness also agreed and the general consensus of the members was 

that this matter needed to be addressed.  

 

Mathew Byrne said the members had raised valid comments and issues reading disposal of blocks and 

building waste and there were valid issues to consider such as insulation beads entering rivers etc. He 
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said that there is clear guidance set out in relation to disposal of this nature and referred to the EPA 

website Article 27. 

 

After further discussion, the consensus of the members was that this matter should be considered and 

discussed in depth. Cllr McDermott proposed and Cllr Albert Doherty seconded that a workshop on this 

matter should take place. Cllr Canning concurred adding that asbestos disposal should be discussed too. 

 

21.54.08 Public Conveniences at Ned’s Point  

Cllr Jack Murray asked whether a formal proposal to provide toilets at Ned’s Point is necessary and if so 

he would like to propose it. Cllr Nicholas Crossan said he supported this proposal and said that by the 

time portable toilets were arranged, a permanent solution could be in place. Cllr Rena Donaghey stated 

that she also agreed, that there was a coffee shop located there and toilets were absolutely necessary. 

 

21.54.09 Public Conveniences in Moville 

Cllr Farren requested that a DCC official from the Environment section would meet him on site in 

Moville to discuss the refurbishment of the public conveniences there as previously agreed. He added 

that he hoped that there would be an understanding that this could be competed by summer 2022. 

 

21.54.10 Litter Bins 

Cllr Nicholas Crossan referred to his previous request for the provision of litter bins. Mathew Byrne 

advised pop up refreshment providers had been approached in this regard and that he would follow up 

on this. 

 

21.54.11 Caravan and Camping Survey 

Cllr Martin Farren requested feedback on the recent Caravan and Camping survey.  Mathew Byrne 

agreed that the members would be advised of the results of the survey in due course. 

 

21.54.12 Ferries 

Cllr Martin Farren welcomed the ferries recommencing and said he hoped businesses would do well 

with increased visitor numbers, after what has been a difficult year. Cllr Rena Donaghey expressed her 

gratitude for Lough Swilly~ Rathmullan Ferry for its recent weekend promotion allowing children to 

travel free. 

 

21.54.13 Pollution at Skegg River 

Cllr Terry Crossan expressed his gratitude to Mathew Byrne for dealing with issues of pollution at Skegg 

River which he added, is a recurring problem. 

 

21.55 HOUSING and CORPORATE SERVICES 

Aideen Doherty, Area Manager, Housing and Corporate Services presented the Housing Report and 

correspondence received to the members and updated them on matters.  
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21.55.01 Date for Inishowen Municpal District Meeting Annual District Meeting 

On the proposal of Cllr Albert Doherty seconded by Cllr Bernard McGuinness it was agreed that the 

Inishowen Municpal District Annual General Meeting would take place online Tuesday June 22nd at 

1.00pm 

 

21.55.02 Roads Workshop 

It was agreed that a Roads Workshop would take place on Tuesday June 22d at 1.30pm after the 

Inishowen Municpal District Annual General Meeting. 

 

21.55.03 Offer of Council Houses 

Cllr Nicholas Crossan said he was surprised at the level of refusal of offers of council properties at this 

time as detailed in the Housing Report. There was some discussion on the matter. 

 

21.55 04 Funding for Social Housing 

Cllr Jack Murray queried if there was grounds for applying for funding under exceptional circumstances 

from the Department of Housing to assist with the additional demands on housing due to defective 

concrete blocks situation. 

 

21.55.05 Public Buildings 

Cllr McGuinness stated that whilst it was acknowledged that defective concrete blocks may be present 

in public buildings, priority should be given to those living in houses affected. Cllr McDermott concurred. 

 

21.55. 06 Defective Concrete Block Issues 

Cllr McGuinness stated that the current Defective Concrete Block Grant Scheme was not working and 

that efforts have to be made to support all those affected.  Cllr Martin McDermott, as chairperson of the 

Mica Redress Committee said that all Donegal County Council elected members and all Oireachtas 

members in the county were supporting the 100% mica redress campaign.  Cllr McDermott stated that it 

was very positive that everybody were in agreement and that there were many serious questions that 

remained unanswered. It was noted the protest march was taking place next week in Dublin on 15th 

June and a Mica Redress committee meeting was taking place on Friday next. He added that it was 

hoped that a cross party meeting would take place with Minister for Housing, Local Government and 

Heritage, Darragh O’Brien. 

 

A lengthy discussion took place where many serious issues were identified for those affected by 

Defective Concrete Blocks address such as: 

 Families struggling to pay mortgages whilst addressing defective block issues and costs  

 Seeking  alternative accommodation  

 Mental Health Issues 

 Insurance Issues  

 Storage of  furniture and possessions 
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21.56 Community Development 

The report circulated in the agenda was taken as read and Fiona Doherty updated the Members on a 

few issues.  

 

21.56.01 Malin Head Visitor Management Plan  

The typographical error in relation to the date of the last Meeting with the Elected Members was noted.  

 

21.56.02 Review of the Rural Development Programme Workshop  

Fiona Doherty reminded the Members about the on-line Rural Development Programme workshop on 

Thursday 10th June 2021 at 2pm.  

 

21.56.03 Community Enhancement Programme  

Fiona Doherty informed the Members that details of the Community Enhancement Programme were 

now available and the closing date is Thursday 1st July, 2021.  

 

21.56.04 Master plan for Buncrana  

Cllr Rena Donaghey welcomed the  presentation at the recent workshop meeting regarding the 

submission of a category 2  funding application  under the Rural Regeneration Development Fund for 

the development of a  strategic master plan and designs for the  Buncrana Pier/harbour and the Shore 

front  amenity area  and linkages to  the town.  

 

Cllr Donaghey indicated that if the funding was successful it would provide a clear pathway forward in 

achieving their goals for the transformation of this area and meet the demands of the issues raised at 

previous meetings. Cllr Nicholas Crossan and Cllr Jack Murray concurred with these sentiments and 

indicated that it was an ambitious proposal. They are delighted with the proposal that will provide 

strategic development of the shorefront amenities to include the existing playground, new toilet 

infrastructure and the whole recreation area of the Shore front.  

 

Cllr Rena Donaghey sought clarification on whether it was required that Inishowen members’ proposals 

had to be adopted at today’s meeting. Killian Smith advised that the proposed project is going to be 

included in the Rural Regeneration Development Fund Programme and accordingly when there is a 

detailed design it will be presented to the members. 

 

Cllr  Albert Doherty said the there was a short time frame to move this on as applications must be 

submitted by a very challenging closing date of 12 noon on Friday 16th July 2021 as detailed in the 

planning report. Kiliian Smith agreed it was challenging but added that a significant body of work had 

already been completed in this regard. 

 

21.56.05 Portaleen Viewing Point –Clár Funding  

Cllr Martin McDermott sought an update on the works associated with the Portaleen Viewing Point 

Project.  
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21.56.06 Barrack Hill Town Park / On Road Cycle Way  

Cllr Albert Doherty stated  that  a productive  meeting facilitated by the Development Officer took place  

with members of the Barrack Hill Steering committee, Carndonagh Cycle Group, Council Officials from 

the Walks and Trails Office, Area Manager Roads and the NW Greenway office,  regarding progressing  

walks and trails, a  5k park run route. The replenishment of an existing pathway within the park, a safe 

cycle way on the road and a walkway connecting the schools, community, retail, and sporting venues 

around Carndonagh was discussed.  Cllr Doherty also indicated that the Barrack Hill Steering Committee 

would like to present their research findings to the Council in due course.  

 

21.56.07 Activity Wall and Space at Barrack Hill  

Cllr Albert Doherty acknowledged the opening of the Activity space and climbing wall in a managed way 

and said that he hoped that a solution to the climbing wall kept on the agenda.  

 
21.56.08 Culdaff Playground  

Cllr Bernard McGuinness praised the long awaited maintenance work carried out by the specialist 

assigned company on Culdaff playground.  He expressed his gratitude to all the council officials involved. 

 

21.56.09 Ballyliffin Playground  

Cllr McGuinness welcomed the funding of €16,500 secured for the playground at Ballyliffin.  

 

21.56.10 Buncrana Playground  

Cllr Jack Murray stated that there were repairs required to the broken gate and swing at Buncrana 

playpark.  

 

21.56.11 Outdoor gym in Buncrana  

Cllr Nicholas Crossan asked and it was confirmed that maintenance of the outdoor gym in Buncrana was 

under the remit of playground maintenance for the County.  

 

21.56.12 Footbridge for Culdaff  

Cllr Bernard McGuinness indicated that he would like to put forward the footbridge at Culdaff in this 

years Town and Village Renewal application process.  

 

21.56.13 Killea Play Park and Car Parking Infrastructure  

Cllr Paul Canning welcomed the news in the report regarding the commencement of the works 

associated with the construction of the new Playpark at Killea under the Peace funding programme and 

the twenty car parking spaces associated with the Town and Village Renewal funding. 

 

Cllr Terry Crossan concurred with Cllr Canning and stated that the Play Park and car park would be a 

great asset to the Killea community.   
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21.56.14 Town and Village Muff  

Cllr Crossan welcomed the works that are nearing completion in Muff under the Town and Village 

Renewal Scheme.  

 

25.56.15 Newtowncunningham Town and Village Renewal Expression of Interest proposal  

Cllr Paul Canning outlined the need for a Town and Village Renewal project in Newtowncunningham.  He 

described the ongoing positive works in the village with the new centre, new housing development and 

new tourist kiosk. Cllr. Canning indicated that he would like to put forward a funding application to 

eliminate the ESB poles and put this infrastructure underground.  

 

21.56.16 Town and Village-Moville  

In response to a query from Cllr Martin Farren, Fiona Doherty advised that the funding application under 

the Town and Village Renewal Scheme for Moville Green could be considered as it did not go through 

last year.  

 
21.57 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, INFORMATION SYSTEMS & EMERGENCY SERVICES 

The report was taken as read by Darragh McDonough, IS Project Leader  

 

21.57 .01 Local Enterprise Office - New County Wide Enterprise Plan 

It was noted that a Local Enterprise Office New County Wide Enterprise Plan was being developed. 

 

21.57.02 Digital Connected Hubs Funding 

It was noted that the deadline to apply for Digital Hubs Funding is 17th June 2021.  Six digital hubs have 

now signed up and a slot can be booked in these hubs to enable remote working. 

 

21.57.03 WIFI Access Points 

Darragh McDonough advised that the provision of fourteen Wi Fi access points throughout Inishowen 

was almost complete with the last connection being completed on Thursday. 

 

21.57.04 National Broadband Plan Roll Out 

Cllr Albert Doherty stated that he was very disappointed with the slow progress of the National 

Broadband roll out and he believed that the seven year target (that was predicted could be reached 

after five years) will not be met. He added that recent media reports state that  National Broadband 

Ireland has made the service available to just over 4,000 premises, out of a target of 115,000 by the end 

of 2021  He requested that his concerns be relayed to minister Ryan Minister for Environment, Climate 

and Communications ...requesting an update. He mentioned his previous proposal in regard to the 

difficulties students faced during the pandemic in accessing the internet for their studies and the 

importance of Donegal having high speed access to the internet.  This request was relayed to David 

McCourt, Chairperson of the National Broadband Ireland Company at the time.  Darragh McDonough 

agreed to follow up on this matter.  

 

 



9 
 

21.57.05 Tourism Minor Grants Scheme 

Darragh McDonough advised that elected members were requested to consider for adoption 

recommendations for grant aid under Minor Tourism works Scheme .A workshop was held virtually with 

the Inishowen MD members on Tuesday 1st June 2021 to discuss the allocation of €100,000 in funding, 

€50,000 to be allocated to Council Service projects and €50,000 to be allocated to Community Led 

projects. 

 

The recommendations as discussed in workshop and detailed below were proposed by Cllr Albert 

Doherty and seconded by Cllr Jack Murray. 

 

Council Service proposals 

 
 

Community Led projects. 
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21.57 06 Outdoor Dining 

Cllr Jack Murray suggested that the council be more innovative regarding outdoor dining. Darragh 

McDonough said he would follow up on this matter with the relevant member of staff. 

 
21.58 ROADS AND TRANSPORTION  

The Roads Programme as circulated in the agenda was taken as read by Seamus Hopkins, Area Manager, 

Roads and Transportation.  

 

Seamus Hopkins updated the Members on miscellaneous items and answered queries on the following 

items many of which are ongoing matters raised at previous meetings and at workshop. 

 

 Reinstatement of Roads  after works by Irish Water 

 Active Travel  Measures 

 Crossing in Newtowncunningham 

  General Public Lighting Issues 

 Bray In Moville  

 Lighting at  old Cockhill Bridge 

 Road at Lisfannon Beach requiring  works 

 Battery Brae, Greencastle 

 Possibility of traffic calming measures  near Gaelic School, Moville  

 Consider tarmacing of car park in Moville 

 Anti Social Behaviour at  Ferris Lane Car Park, Buncrana 

 Correction of spelling of Buncrana on road sign 

 Footpaths outside towns and villages 30 mile rule 

 Footpath to Ballyloskey Road 

 Light provision at Town Clock, Main St Buncrana which has been out for 10 months. 

 Roads works at Quigley’s Point impacting on local traders 

 Footpath, Bridge St, Carndonagh 

 Convent Rd Crossing, Carndonagh  

 LIS Programme – List of applicants requested for Inishowen and where allocated. 
 

 

 Seamus Hopkins agreed to follow up on all matters raised. The members thanked Seamus and his team 

in the Road’s Service for all excellent works carried out across Inishowen 

 

21.59. 08Date of Next Meeting 

The next meeting of Inishowen Municipal District is to be held on Tuesday 13th July at 1.00pm  

 

Certified: ______________________                                  Date: ______________ 

                 Cathaoirleach 

 

 

              __________________ 

           Area Manager                                                                Date: ______________ 


